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Education: 
 Ph.D., Chemical Physics, Stanford University, Stanford, CA, 1996 
  Research Director: Michael D. Fayer 
 B.S., Bates College, Lewiston, ME, 1989 

Majors: Chemistry, Physics 
 
Professional Experience: 
2018-present Assistant Campus Dean, UW-Platteville Baraboo Sauk County 

Faculty and staff guidance and oversight. Curriculum development and planning. 
Instructional staff hiring and mentoring. Guidance of academic and 
administrative student services. Instructional and research budget management. 
Academic policy development. Academic program development and oversight. 
Community outreach and program development.  

 
2017-present Assistant Professor of Chemistry, UW-Platteville.  

Courses taught:  First Year Seminar, Chemistry and Society, Introductory 
Chemistry, Allied Health Chemistry, General Chemistry I, General Chemistry II, 
Natural Resources and Sustainability, Chemistry Honors Research, Middle School 
U summer program. 
Teaching modalities: Face-to-face, online, virtual, hybrid. 

  
2015 – 2017 Associate Dean of Instruction, University of Wisconsin-Baraboo/Sauk County 

Curricular development and planning. Instructional staff hiring and mentoring. 
Oversight of instructor and student academic and administrative issues. 

 
2010 – 2017 Senior Lecturer, University of Wisconsin-Baraboo/Sauk County 

Courses taught:  See Assistant Professor, above. Also: College Algebra, 
Introduction to Algebra. 

 
2003 – 2012 Research Scientist, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
1999 – 2003 Research Associate, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Directed/mentored postdoctoral, graduate and undergraduate students and 
international scholars. Taught in UW’s PEOPLE academic program for 
underserved high school students. 

 

mailto:swallens@uwplatt.edu


1996 – 1999 Postdoctoral Associate, University of Michigan 
Courses taught: Thermodynamics 
 

1989 – 1996 Graduate Research Fellow and Teaching Assistant, Stanford University 
Courses taught: Quantum Chemistry, General Chemistry 

Service: 

• Committees (current): 
o Appointments (Chair) 
o Curriculum (Chair) 
o URSTPC University Renewal Salary Tenure Policy Commission 
o Branch Campus Leadership Team 
o ARPT Academic Review and Policy Team 
o BRRT Behavioral Response and Intervention Team 
o Admission and Academic Appeals 
o Budget 
o Administrative Roundtable 
o Non-Academic Staff 
o Instructional Space 
o Deans and Chairs Leadership 
o Associate and Bachelors Degree Development 
o Steering (Baraboo campus administrative guidance) 
o Campus Culture 
o Baraboo Scholarship 

 

• Community group memberships: 
o Friends of the Campus 
o Friends of Devils Lake State Park 
o Ice Age Trail Alliance 
o Rotary 
o Baraboo ACTs Coalition  
o Baraboo Area Chamber of Commerce  
o Sauk County Institute of Leadership 

 

• Manuscript referee (last 3 years) 
o Journal of Chemical Physics 
o Journal of Physical Chemistry B 
o Physical Review Letters 

 

• Society memberships 
o American Chemical Society, including topical groups: 

▪ Chemistry Education  
▪ Environmental Chemistry 

o American Physics Society 
 
  



Grants and Awards:  
 
2020 Etzweiler Award – Top campus award, to honor unique work on student success, 

faculty development and campus growth at UW-Platteville BSC. 
 
2019-20 “Monitoring and Analysis of Seely Creek Watershed,” Sauk County Department of 

Agriculture. Collaborators: Serge Koenig (Sauk County CZD), Piotr Monaco (UWP-
BSC). $5400 

 
2018 Wisconsin Water Research Fellowship. “Water Quality Studies of the Lower 

Baraboo River”. Collaborators: Austin Polebitski (UW-Platteville), Serge Koenig 
(Sauk County CZD), Paul Arellano (UW-Baraboo/Sauk County). $10,000. 

 
2010-2014 “Unusually Mobil Supercooled Liquids,” National Science Foundation-CHE. 

Collaborators: Mark Ediger (UW-Madison). $506,000 
 
2009 “Unusually Stable Glasses and Methods for Forming Same,” Patent, US Patent 

Office. Co-awardees: Mark Ediger, Ken Kearns, Lian Yu, Tian Wu (UW-Madison). 
 
2008-2012 “Characterization of High Density/High Stability Glasses,” Department of Energy. 

Collaborators: Mark Ediger (UW-Madison). $361,000. 
 
2007 “Fickian Diffusion of TNB films,” National Institute Standards and Technology. 

Collaborators: Sunil Satija (NIST), Mark Ediger (UW-Madison). $5,000 
 
2006 “Thermodynamic Stability of Glasses,” National Institute Standards and 

Technology. Collaborators: Sunil Satija (NIST), Mark Ediger (UW-Madison). $5,000 
 
2005 “Measurement of Enhanced Surface Dynamics,” National Institute Standards and 

Technology. Collaborators: Sunil Satija (NIST), Mark Ediger (UW-Madison). $5,000 
 
2004 “Microscopic Relaxation at the Glass Transistion,” National Institute Standards and 

Technology. Collaborators: Sunil Satija (NIST), Mark Ediger (UW-Madison). $5,000 
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